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Moldau, the Austrian army returned unimpaired from
Alsace.    The French had allowed it to cross
the Rhine unmolested, and had not made the trians return
slightest attempt to harass its retreat.    They from Alsace-
were only too glad to get rid of it themselves.
In the ensuing operations Frederick was completely
outmanoeuvred.    Traun, without risking a battle, forced
him back towards the Silesian frontier.    He F      .
had to choose between  abandoning  Prague outman-"   •
and abandoning his communications with Sile- Oiuvred-
sia, and as the Saxons had cut off his retreat through
the Electorate, there was really no choice in the matter.
So he fell back on Silesia, abandoning Prague and his
heavy artillery.     The retreat  was attended with  con-
siderable loss.
Frederick was much struck with the skill displayed
by Traun, and says, in his c Histoire de mon
Temps,5 that he regarded this campaign as his
school in the art of war and M. de Traun as his teacher.
The campaign may have been an excellent lesson in
the art of war, but in other respects it was very disastrous
to Frederick. He had drawn upon himself the whole
power of Austria, and had learnt how little the French
were to be depended on. His prestige was dimmed by
failure, and even in his own army doubts were entertained
of his capacity. But, bad as his position already was, it
became far worse when the unhappy Emperor
died, worn out with disease and calamity. chariesviu
This event put an end to the union of Frank- January &>,
fort. Frederick could no longer claim to be *745'
acting in defence of his oppressed sovereign; the ground
was cut from under his feet. Nor was there any longer
much hope of preventing the Imperial Crown from re-
verting to Austria. The new Elector of Bavaria was a
mere boy. In this altered state of affairs he sought to

